STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes for January 10, 2008

Members Present:

David Barnicle(DB), Chair, David Mitchell (DM), Vice-Chair, Frank Damiano(FD), Donna Grehl (DG), Ed Goodwin (EG),

Also Present:
Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Tania Laliberte, Craig Laliberte, Mary Berry, Scott Simpson, Mark Farrell, Leonard Jalbert, Tom Chamberland, Pat McGarrah

7:00 PM - OPEN MEETING

DM arrived at 7:03 p.m.

· DB read opening statement

· Approval of Minutes

MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by DM to approve the November 1, 2007 minutes.


Vote 4/0

· CPA and Zoning Study Committee update(s)
EG stated that the CPA committee met on Monday and reviewed 3 items.  The Committee was offered the Plimpton property and did a review of the committee’s finances and could not entertain the acquisition of the property due to the lack of funds.  EG stated that the CPA Committee approved the parks and recreation playground proposal on Cedar Lake Pond for $66,000.  EG also stated that the CPA Committee approved the additional revenues to purchase the Long Pond property.

PUBLIC HEARING

7:15 PM Public Hearing –NOI CONTINUED from 11/15/07 for DEP 300-758: 43 mobile home sites as well as storm water management and the addition of a customer owned/operated septic system at 1 Kelly Road.  P. B. Hatch, CE, representing Sturbridge Retirement Co-Op. 

Mary Berry and representative were present.

· DB stated that all the information has been submitted as requested and he believes the application is ready for approval.

MOTION:
Moved by DM, seconded by EG to close the public hearing and issue a Order of Conditions for DEP file # 300-758 for the property located at 1 Kelly Road. 


Vote 4/0

7:30 PM  Public Hearing  - NOI DEP 300-764:  Existing house demolition and reconstruction at 88 Westwood Drive.  Trifone Design representing B. Nawrot.  

Fred Trifone was present on behalf of B. Nawrot.

· EJ stated that she noticed the USGS maps shows a perennial stream is on the indicating that the site is in the 200-foot Riverfront Area.  EJ suggested that the application form should be revised to include the Riverfront alteration calculations.  

· DM stated that the perennial stream was evaluated and may have been found to be intermittent.  

· EJ asked when the determination was issued.

· Trifone stated that in the last few years a determination was made that the stream was intermittent.  Trifone provided abutter notification and tear sheet.  Trifone explained the lot was created before 1996.  Trifone stated that the purpose of the renovation is to increase the size of the house and to make it handicapped accessible.

· Trifone <testimony could not be heard due to static on the recording>.

· DM suggested the extension of the deck more to the north and away from the lake. 

· DB suggested that the plan needed some revisions.

Public hearing continued to February 22, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.
7:30 PM Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Construction of single-family home, driveway and associated grading at 70 Westwood Drive.  Mark Farrell of Green Hill Engineering was present representing S. Simpson.

· DB stated that the original Notice of Intent application had been denied.  DB noted that this is a second application.  DB stated that the applicant negotiated with DEP to make corrections.  DB stated that DEP preferred not to issue a Superseding Order of Conditions, but would rather the applicant come back before the Conservation Commission to work out a compromise.  

· EJ had questions about the plan since she had not been present for the previous review. EJ suggested moving the house further from the lake, using additional native plantings as originally proposed, and adding the vegetative buffer to remain undisturbed.  EJ also asked about the limit of work line.

· Farrell stated that the DEP went to the site and came back with 5 suggestions.

1. Move the house 75-feet from the water. 

2. Partial walkout basement on 1/3 of the foundation along with sliding doors in order to have some access to the lake.   

3. Put in “Gay-head” stairs to take the brunt of traffic and protect vegetation.

4. Install a deck or on-shore dock by the water to protect vegetation.

5. Remove a 3” dead pine and a 4” pine.  Keep Mountain Laurel to stabilize the soils once the 2 trees are removed. Selective tree removal of 6 trees, 15-20” in diameter (hardwoods) to improve visibility to the lake. 

· DB stated that the revisions minimize the disturbance. 

· EJ asked if there’s any intention to replant the bank since replanting was included on the original plan.

· DB stated that it was inadvertently left out of the most recent plan.

· Farrell stated that he chose to plant the Juniper because it is in sandy soil and there is not much subsoil on bank. 

· DB identified the 3 details left out of the plan inadvertently:  planting area, undisturbed woods and soil, and area of no disturbance by the lake.

· EG stated he is concerned about the stability of the slopes.

· Farrell stated that once the foundation is in and it is backfilled, the lot would be highly stable.  Farrell stated that the bulk of the work is outside of 50-feet from the lake.  Farrell stated that there is a drywell for roof run off and a grass swale will carry any driveway runoff.  Farrell stated in all there are 3 drywells proposed. 

· EG questions the extent of the hay bale line.

· DB asks about stockpiling.

· Farrell stated there is not much material to be disturbed or removed from the site.

· EG stated that trees to be removed need to be marked. 

· EJ requested that the Commission detail a list of each of the plan revisions to be required. EJ stated that she could go to the site and verify the number and size of the trees on the plan prior to signing off.

MOTION:  
Moved by DM, seconded by FD to close the public hearing for project # 300-766 and issue an Order of Conditions under the MA Wetlands Protection Act and The Town of Sturbridge bylaws.

VOTE 5/0

7:50 PM Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Single-family home construction, addition, deck, retaining walls and swimming pool at 19 Westwood Circle.  Trifone Design representing L. Herbert

· DB stated that EJ would provide comments on the project.   

· EJ stated there is a structural addition proposed within the 50-foot no structure area.  EJ noted that the silt fence is located within 25-foot no disturb area.  EJ stated that no erosion control is shown on the north side of the property.  EJ noted that erosion control should be extended to the side of the house to prevent erosion.  EJ asked for the location of stockpiles and the technique to be used to stabilize stockpiles.  EJ also asked whether the foundation is going to be on piers or a concrete slab.  EJ stated a limit of work line was not identified.

· Trifone stated they are proposing an addition, retaining walls and an in ground pool.

· FD stated he is uncomfortable approving the plan without the engineering specifications done in advance.

· After having difficulty identifying the existing vs. proposed conditions, the Commission requested revised plans be submitted showing existing and proposed conditions on separate sheets.

· DB asked for revisions before scheduling a site visit.   

Public hearing continued to January 24, 2008 at 7:55 p.m.
8:10 PM  Public Hearing–NOI CONTINUED from 11/15/07 for DEP 300-760: Proposed septic system  repair at 98 Gladding Lane.  Green Hill Engineering representing T. Paquin
· EJ stated she has drafted an Order of Conditions.  EJ noted that the plan had the wrong map and lot number identified.  EJ stated she would like additional erosion controls. EJ stated she would like additional hay bales. 

· FD asked about the flows into and out of the culvert.

· EJ asked about a dewatering plan

· Farrell stated he could revise the prints to include changes.  Farrell explained the directional flows of the water and noted that dewatering would not be necessary.
· EJ stated she has an Order of Conditions drafted and noted the following special conditions: 

1. All erosion control shall be maintained and remain in place until the property is fully stabilized.  Erosion controls delineate the limit of work.

2. No stock piling of material outside of erosion barrier.

3. All areas of disturbance should be stabilized as soon as possible with vegetation.

4. Areas of disturbance shall be stabilized with hay bales or other mulch until site can be loamed and seeded to initiate stabilization.

· DB stated he wants to make certain the approved Order references the revised plans.  

· EJ states she will remove conditions, which refer to the de-watering and revise to include the final revision date.  

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by FD to issue an Order of Conditions to repair the septic system.

Vote 5/0   

8:30 PM  Public Hearing – NOI CONTINUTED from 12/6/07 for DEP 300-762: Septic system repair at 288 Cedar Street.  Green Hill Engineering representing P. Gillen.
· EJ states she has drafted an Order of Conditions.  EJ read a letter of approval from The Board of Health.  EJ stated that the siltation barrier should be extended to the southwest end of the house.  EJ asked about the location of the stockpiled material.

· Farrell stated that there will be some stock piling of loam and there will be some tree removal.  Farrell stated that the plan wasn’t previously approved because of the site visit and hay bale line.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by FD to issue an Order of Conditions for the septic system repair.


Vote 5/0

8:50 PM  Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-765:  Proposal to construct 4,680 sq. ft. building at 421 Main Street.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc representing Arland Tool & Mfg. Inc.

· DB stated the board did a site visit on the first Saturday in January and did not have any issues.

· L. Jalbert stated the property is located in Natural Heritage Endangered Species area and a letter was received from NHESP dated 12/28/07 stating that there was no impact to endangered species and no need for further filing.

· EJ stated she had not received the letter. 

· L. Jalbert stated he would make a copy for her.  Jalbert stated that all work is within the buffer, but the structure will be placed on preexisting pervious surface and the previous building envelope.

· DB states there were no issues.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by FD to approve the Order of Conditions.


Vote 4/0 (DM abstained, lack of site visit)

Other Business

· Sign Permits

Orders of Conditions: Commission signed the following outstanding Orders of Conditions

· 300-763 - 59 Clark Road - Chabot, Bertin Engineering

· 300-759 - 12 Birch Street - Wiseman, Jalbert Engineering

· 300-761 - 26 Tantasqua Shore Drive - Noyes, Jalbert Engineering

· 300-751 - 26 South Shore Drive - Mimeault, Jalbert Engineering

· 300-755 - 462 Leadmine Road - Kaitbenski, Para Land Surveying

· 300-753 - 11 Draper Wood - Swiaki, New England Environmental

· DB provided a memo to the Conservation Commissioners with information on pesticide use in other towns.

· DB informed the Commission of the Dark Skies Initiative and its purpose.

· DM stated he reviewed the Town Report and thought it looked good.  DG agreed.
Correspondence

· EJ stated a letter was received from DEP regarding the request for superseding Order of Conditions for 13 Fairground Rd.  DEP dismissed the request for departmental action because the filing fee did not accompany the appeal.
· Camp Robinson Crusoe:  EJ stated that the culvert that was slated for removal was found to be asbestos and the town has been advised by the town engineer to leave it in place.
·  EJ stated that a vehicle got stuck in the mud on the OSV/Leadmine Mountain property and the police want to know what the Commission would like done about it.  EJ stated that several trees were cut in order to get the vehicle out.  DB stated that there should be some restitution.
PLAC

· Mr. Tom Chamberlain and Mr. Pat McGarrah were present representing PLAC
· TC stated he would like 2 bridges up and running on the Leadmine OSV property.
· TC stated that 4/19/08 is volunteer day with possible ribbon cutting on 6/7/08, which is National Trail Day.
· DB has suggested that TC and EJ meet to review the proposed project.

New Business

Request for Emergency Certification:

· EJ stated that Pilot Travel Center had previously requested an Emergency Certification due to the notice of non-compliance from the DCR office of Dam Safety.  EJ states she did a site visit on the 8th with Robert Duff who is the engineer for the project and she had the following concerns:

1. Dredging in front of weir boards and the effect of weir board removal.

2. De-watering
3. Erosion and sediment controls
EJ stated that Pilot Travel Center withdrew their request for emergency certification and are moving forward to file a Notice of Intent.  EJ stated that she was concerned about the observed sinkhole in the previous washout location next to the catch basin. EJ stated that it looked like the sinkhole had been patched and questioned an underground spring.

· DM suggested informing Greg Morse (DPW Director).

· DB stated one thing the Commission has made crystal clear is that the next step is to file a Notice of Intent.  

· EJ stated at the site visit she observed trash in the stream and on the bank and suggested it be cleaned immediately.  EJ stated she also observed the snow from the driveway was being pushed over the guardrail; sand was visible going down toward the water.

· DM suggested pulling the plans to see where the snow is supposed to be stored.

· DB stated it was stipulated to put in trash barrels in as part of the Order of Conditions.  

The Preserve

· EJ stated that Eco-Tech submitted a letter last meeting about non-compliance.  EJ stated that Mountzoures responded by saying they don’t need to submit a stabilization and construction plan since they are not planning on putting in houses right away.

· DB stated the Commission has not received a letter stating that things are stable and suggested that EJ send a letter to Mr. Mountzoures stating such.

· EJ stated that this is in response to the letter already sent.  Mountzoures doesn’t think stabilization is necessary.  EJ stated that he said once the snow goes away he’ll come up with a plan with Eco-Tech for stabilization.

Allen Homestead
· EJ stated that Eco-Tech cancelled their contract with Allen Homestead.

· DG suggests a site visit.

· DB stated we should inform the owner that we have not received from Eco-Tech an indication that the site is stable and until that happens, they are in violation.  DB stated that the Commission would consider this their first warning, so if there are no corrections we will begin the fining process.      

Site Visit Schedule

· 88 Westwood 
· 19 Woodside
· Cedar St.
· 27 Ladd Rd.  

· 160 Lake Rd.

MOTION:
Moved by DM, seconded by DG to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 p.m.



Vote 5/0
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